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Mexico L.ooks to General

N

‘1 Would Rather See Mexicans Farm-
ers Than Soldiers,” Declares

Congqueror of Carranza

By Wilbur Forrest |
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i, undoubtedly then
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the forees of men at that
wr ks commandthrough-
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htskered old mian over
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: Another “Hope”
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| another hope.
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reat deal aliout Obreson.
fortur hetween
fiu ¢ millions of dollars. But
he n avhooreads and writes
anl vs o normal life when
i a noemal family at
Ni . ooonora; Svithin 8 s
{ Aoielean: soil - acros
5 ares, Al
B < only ‘a new
Fox 1 jew hope
fur tates—the basis of
hog 1 andityg of the
groat repuly tn the north, better
than 1} st Mexicans of note
in M a knowledge of what,
it vith, its Manroe Doe-
trine will bring nbout cotperation
and an eod to Unelp Sam's long-
st Moexicun problenm.
Well forward in this story it must
b toli] w ral Obrogon knows
United States perhaps: better
aiy other Mexican, and how
. in view of this that
I have decreed that he
ul the destinies of the sbuth-
ern: 1 after the setiong set
for September, That these elections
will ¢ ¢+ Hitn as the constitutional
Pry ! roparided as certain.
(0 mination of Mexico dur-
g 1 Furapean war became: so

n 1618 that it was deemed

in Washington that sonmie
of intelligence and of ahil-
ity to exereise a stabilizing influence
country should become ac-
quainted with the United States;
gwven data and knowledpe with which |
to dispel, if possible, the popular
conception in Mexico that America
was a land of supreme bluff where |
officiaidom sald one thing and meant
anuther,

Carranza Pro-German

President Carranza and those im- |
mediately around him were regarded
s hopelessly pro-German. It was
Paramount that some one should be
selected from outside the inner eab-
inet circle, a man with intelligence
&nd vision and of importance.

The man picked was Alvaro Obre-
Bon.  Accompanied by American |
army officers who spoke faultless |
8panish and who were amiable ana |
interesting hosts,” General Obregon
toured the United States from end
toend. He saw our great army can-
tonments training hundreds of thou-
Bands of virile young men in the afts
of modern warfure, each cantonment |
housing & number of fighters equal
to Mexico’s entire armed force. He
B&W great munition works turning |
out of tons of conical steel |

Uthroneh upli

| it was with Obregon.
| adherent of Madero in the latter’s

shells for use abroad, works con. |
strueting artillery and airplanes, the |
railroad centers moving vast sup- |
plies of munitions, food and material
seaward for transport to France, |
He was made acquainted with the
financing of the war and the almost |
inevhaustible funds that Taecked |
America’s determination to win, Ile
was shown the teeming shipyards,
the warships and all the vast ma-
chinery of American warfarve, He
was entertained by the army and
navy. e met Seeretary of State
Lansing aud learned of America’s
real hope that Mexico would not fall |
into the net wlich German intrigue
had set. Aud Alvaro Obreson was |
amazed and impressed. e went
back to Mexico with a better under-
standing of the United States, He
was a stabiizing influstice,

The Obyewon tour of the United
atates was relatively unimportant
in the hectic days of 1918. But it
hecomes 1 important i
in view of present events, It presages
an era of good will between Wash-
i exico City which may
3 i il problem, '
Perhops no man in the prvsenb—‘
fay upper stratum of Mexicans—
nonie who has come out of the ten
vears of chavs in the Southern e

ovirs helmingly

puilic—has a better chance sue
fe to guide that much hara
nation to its feol

ssed
Perhaps no other
Mexiean of to-day floating about in
Mexican whivlpool of digorgani-

Zition has

#oare wholesome rorard
and

respect for the mighty power
Ameriea nrou better understand-
America’s attitude toward

Nexiv of

the type have
nity by virtae of
the plight of the

ad better opport

affiliation to

downtroddon,

overwhelming  ma-
Jority— thi vaom—and the necessity
for Lis rradual emancipation

't and educaticon.

For on

oo has

0d a man des-
tined to bLe elicted as ita leader
who | the promice of the blood.
Obregnn is a Basgue, a descendant

of the sturdy admixtore of Lloods
which inhabi and
es Mountains be-
tween Irance and Spain, the hard-
working, &

little race w

the heights

i vil-
loys ofr the Pyre

ablding,

intellipent
hiich is neither French
nor Spanish, but which sends its
renYRaEnils to the lawmaking
both  Franee anmd
n, in accordance with the Eeo-
graphie: div 3,

On Obregon's other side, the In-
dian blood which courses in the
veins of the “New Hope” for Mex-
ice is not that of the more unstable
Aztecs, but thut of the pure, un-
pollute of Yaquis anid
Mauyas, the agricultural tribes which
inhabit the Mexican West Coast and |
W love their farms befter than
war, but who can “outwar” the besgt
of them if dviven to it.

From the stalility of the Basques
and the home-loving, farm-loving
but harvd-flehtinge Indiang of the

fives
assemblios.  of

Enjiof:

51

stra

ho

West Coast have come character-
istics which séem to animate the
new leader of Mexico and build

hope for the future stability of that
muech torn little republic of the
South., On these wa eite the brief
history of Obregon:

Alvaro Oliregon is to-day thirty- |
eight years of age. Approximately
thirty years of his life have been
spent on a farm established by sev-
eral generations of the well-to-do
and respectable Sonora agrieultural
family.

For Home Defense
The Yaqui blood
veins first rose up and spoke, ten

in Obregen’s

years ago when as a young man
who' read books, had a mechanical
turn of mind, and was then known
a3 a farmer and trader, o recruited
a small band of Indians and neigh-
bors to protect their peaceful prop-

erties from marauding bands of
desperadoes. A Yagui Indian is
peaceful apd law-abiding  uantil

stivred up, then he is a fighter. Thus
Qrozeo, an

revolt apainst Porfirio Diaz, was
operating in the State of Chihuahua.
Then Orozco turned against Madero
and ravished the state. His maraud-
ing outlaw bands filtered across the
line into Soneora. Obregon and his
small band defeated them and drove
them out. Then Obregon extended
military operations into Chi-
huahua and drove Orozeo across the
international line into the United
States.

Obregon’s first military operations

his

@

| Obregon
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Obregon to Give Her Pe
ew lLeader Will Seek Better Relati

i
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THE  awife of  General
OUbregon and  prospee- |
tive “first lady” of ﬂff“'.'fcoi

had been carried out with the con-
sent of President Madero, who made
Lim a general. However, the So-
neran let it be known in Mexico
City that he much preferred farm-
ing to fighting, and forthwith re-
turned to his agrienltural activities.
He had lost an arm in the fighting
and this, perhaps, had some bearing
on his peaceful demeanor, but the
keynote of his charaeter, having
demonstrated the hornct-like Yaqui
characteristie, now bloomed forth
from the other side—the Basque, It
was statempent which to-day
holds forth the hope which Mexico
st place in Obregon:

Tavould rather teach the Mexican
people the use of the toothhrush than
to® handie a rifle. T would rather
eee them in school than on battle-
fiehls. I prefor any day a good ¢lee-

this

trician, machinist, carpenter or
farmer to a soldier,”

Obregon’s military earecr, how-
ever, after his retirement to the

farm in 1011, was destined to be
more than the feader of a =mall So-
nora foree against Orozeo. Madero
was  assassinaled  in February,
1913, Ohregpon was gmong the first

Lo denounce HMuerta, Madero’s sue-||

cessor, who usurped the Presidency
in a deluge of blood and a floed of
intrigue.  Olregon threw in his lot
with Carranza, the dictatorial old
man who has just fallen, partly by
the weight of sheer dictatorship and
partly by the force of a movement
ingugurated by the Sonora farmer-
general,

'ranciseo Villa, whom Obregon is
now called upon to subdue anew, was
in the older days a co-peneral with |
in the fight of Carranza
against Huerta,  Villa, however, of
the cruder type, and Obregon, of the
higher plane, hroke, and when Villa |
declared war on Carranza l'_]ln'vqunl'
became the latter's commander in
chief, In 1014 he defeated Villa at
Celaya and Trinidad after more
than a month of skirmishes,

When became the de |
facto Tresident of Mexico he ap-
pointed Obregon Minister of War,
In this position in 1016 the Sonoran
went to the border and negotiated
with Major Generals Huph L. Scott
and Frederick unston for the with- |

Carranza

| drawal of American troops who had

entered Mexico to cateh Villa after
Villa's raid on Columbug, N. M.,
where cigliteen Amertcan  ecitizens
had been killed and a portion of the
American city burned.

An agreement was reached at this
border conference that Obregon
should gend 10,000 Mexican troops to
the border to coiperate with Amoeri
can forces for the protection of the
international boundary. Obregon,
anxious to show his good faith,
trebled the promise and sent 80,000,

Obregon Quits Carranza !

The dictatorial and reactionary |

tendeneies of Carranza, however,
caused Obhrocon to come into serieus

disagreement with his chief even be-

FHoro GICuINECING T
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G

was making a tour of the

tion into office, Ohregon resigned as
Minister of War,

Thoueh he had visited the United
States before, it was during 1918,
when Carranzn and his government
were showing the most marked ten-
dencies toward pro-Germgnism and

anti-Amerieanisn, that Obregon was |

picked out from all the Mexicans by
the United States governmment and
was thoroughly acquainted with the
might and main of the United States,
Coineidental with this educational
tour of Obregon in Amervica, La
Cahrera, Minister

of
Finance, was in South Ameriea
working for the Germuans,
Enown as one of the myst anti-Amer-

Carranza’s
Cabrera,

ican  Mexicans Mexien, &

1l a plan for
the formation of the Hispano-Amer-
ican South  Ameriea
which smelled lowmdly of Herr vorl
Eckhardt, the Kaiser's representa-
tive in Mexico

The the diversion
from the Allies and neutrals of the
precious nit 1 other products
of Sguth in return for a
trade arvecment with Mexico for her
Ores, and other products.
Cabreva visited Pery, Chile, Argen-
tina, Uruguny and southern Brazil,
(}11’1:i:ii|1;_-; the advantages to these
Latin-Awmerican countries of joining
topether with Moxico for the inter-
change of raw and manufactured
materials, making them independent

m hiz machinations, |

alliance  in

ity

Scheni

Wis

A Lest e

Anerica

o, el

principally of the United States and |

secondarily of European markets.

Mexico was to furnish mainly

| grain, oves, oil and hemp for Uru-

guay, Chile, Paraguay, Argentina
and Peru in return fovthe diversified

-

commodities of' those nations. €

brera sought to uvercome the trans- |

. ance of government officials

ENERAL OBREGON, from a ?;m}trwmph taken while lie

United States under the guid-

call German vesszels interned in South

American perts should, by agree-
[ ment, come to the shipyards of Chile
and Arvgentina for such repaivs as
necded and begin their work for the
“alliance.”

Cabrera received & rather chilly
reception in South America,
of his associates, appointed by Car
ranza to aecompany him on the tour,

Sone

were not of the swmne suave, oily dis-
pogition as the Minister of Finance,
and their wetions grated severely on
the dignity amd pulizhed
bearing of the South American of-
|1'it":uis with whom they came in con-
tact,

sense of

' Iept Watch on Cabrera
The it Naval Intelli-

genee, then working in South Amer-

man |
highly educated and extromely subtle

ates

United &

1, kept an eagle eve on Cuby
Lin

| cecasion they posted dictographs in

land his party. muore than one

|
his hotel rooms and “listened o'
|Thc American naval

agents quictly

sought neans to  counteract

brera's pro-German schemp
| I

A

American
But

| est scheme was to communicate with

devious methods of

Allied propaganda, the gredt-

e for the edua-
st Mexi-
| ean in Mexico outside the actual V-
That Alvare

| Washington and arran

| gational tour of the strong

ernment,
Obregon,

About the time that Luis Cabrera
iwas working in South America and
| Alvaro Obregon was tauring the
United States, President Carranza,
himself so far under the influence of
his German friends, was telling Am-
bassador Fletcher, during a personal
audience in Mexico City, that the

man wis

fore the latter had been formally in- | portation difficuities of such an in- United States would have to cease
¥ ¥

augurated as the legally prescribed |
constitutional President, and on May
1, 1917, the day of (hrranza’s induc-

terchange with the proposal of von
Eckhardt and Luxburg, the latter
German Minister in Argentina, that

nieddling in Mexican affairs or go to
war with Mexico.

“We are sorrv.” Carranza told could neve "I take her nlara nealn '

UNPERIVOIP B WNPERIVOo o

(’I;‘,\'I?HAL OBREGON be- |

tng decorated for bran-

| ery at the city of Celuya. At

l his left is Geweral Carranza |

Fletcher, “but if it means interven-
tion or war, we are ready.”

Coineidental with Carranza's
ficry attitude the U'nited States put
forth further attempts to acquaint
Mexico with the United States and
the attitude of neutrality which this
country desired to maintain with
its southern neighbor,

A seore of Mexican

newspaper

ace:;

ons With the U. S.

TA More Tolerant

~ Foreign Nations Is Forecasted

by Ofical

| among nations without tle rood will’

and aid of the great neichbor to the
north.

Obregon’s Policy
| Obregon ar
for the Mesic

283911

wuneed his candidaey

an Presidency on June
He'stuted his policy on in-
ternational affairs as fall

YInwi of Me
ereignty; absolute respect
BOVET iy am] imstitutions of othier
peoples; complete re
the rights lecitimate
: Mes ute eonformity td its
laws by all strangers: to give
| facilities to ¢ ]
invest in He
its natural resoiire
| the moest ample ma
|'ers resident in Me |
guaranties and prevoratives A
can law concedes to thems
tendeney to
Mexica's foreign relations,"

1t should e coneluded
the above, however, that the
President’of Mexieo has any
tion to allow unw

n

for the

:.'1||:]|?_\'

2E0V-

nition of all

¥y aciguired in
:

oo in ab

all
to

ico for development of

capital that de

exten

ner 1«

y forvign-

the

af

reinfores  and

not |

from

ers to operate 1
The greatest promise h
them is exactly what Carr:
held from them—fair treatm
in the

pambling  hoysze

sen o
chance to play on the lovel, ('
ranza ollowed his fmnie
petty subordinates to “milk"”
eign  corporations of Mexico for
hecvy pgraflt and atop that taxed
them in every possible way.

i “1 do not believe in makine Aex-

[t a mother to for

| stephiother to Hlexi
Obreman spme time aco in diseuss

“They should be taxed,
hut treated faivly.”

Probably the greatest handi
the great problem which
faces in Mexico, howewver, is a foar-

the question.

p in

Obreron

less impetupsity—p

ibly the feuar-
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men were | ' to see tho s

and  did were ente
through countey and in Wash
ingrton. of |
edlucation the gov-
einede sent an average of 4,000
photographs woe tor Mexieo, and

in ull  hun of ' thousands

of  postea depiet A

penes, 2000000 phablicativns print-
and some tens of

showing Tnited
g4 “United for
one hundred rea

ttairs

L pligiey

rovms were distributed  throueheut
f Amerivan Hrms
Mexico alded in
this m dal of

education.

v
Convinced Obregzon

Carranza and his ephorts re—l
maingd anti-American until the last,
howevar, hut it is belipved that the
edueational toar of Olregon and the
reneral eampalegn to offset Mexico's

mies in South Amer.
wa did mueh to bring about the fail-
ure of Cabrera’s plot.
It convinced Alvaro Obregon that
Carranza'’s plan of anti-American-
ism was all wrong, and that Meaxico

pro-German s¢

It did more,

&———‘—A

FRE iz ope of the biggest of Geweral Obyegon's proble His,
Vitla, the awtlaw L ader, i st e subidued or Jr;-f.rr"'n’"-'-'[

in thao

froneral.

Fo e
hig Mex
which weye e
Cin

I v
in the Unit
heé saw the fall

oppose the Thpite

Faz

Car

W now ot §
proud to tell you that
in the very remote contingency um-

der which the situation might not

rearh B eatiafaetare  semeliendom 7

| Mex o are

| date, to beat him by the shee
. of Carranza’s control of the military,

Atti—tude Toward

Statements

| would be Lanpy to give my modest

forces in holping your government
{in any place T might bd used.”

" may Obregzon he stated to
in absolute accord with President
Wilson's policy with regard to Mex-
Writing in “The Ooutlook,” on
ong oceasion he stated:

“The greatest failine of President
Wilson 1s that his acts so seldom

heg

ico, &

oineide with his words. He makes
too many declarations that have no
facts m. You need not
examine ican policy for sub-

tation of this; just look ati the

of his dealings with Ger-

ere are other things “against”
Obregon which may militate against
his immediate recognition as a reg-
s eonstituted President of Mex-
it United States, but 1t 1s
better, in the opinfon of
of Mexico's turbulent his-
at the United States “for-
"and give Obrecon a chance.

A Triumphal Entry
iefore his last triumphal entry
» Mexico City following the came-
1 wiich resulted in the ignomi-
nous downfall of Carranza, Obregon
indde one other triumphal entry in-
to the capital. This was on January
25, 1913, leading the army which

5 &

lefeated Zapata and threw Huerta
i power.  Mexico City was
bed and many terrible things
ned, Obregzon’s enemies say
hesnot only condoned these ter-
acts but that many outrages

perpetrated under his personal
¢lion, Again, at Gyadalajara, he
lias been accused:of the degradation
Of the Anterican flag. However, even
Chrepon’s enemies nave been charvi
| tabli that he
probably carrying out orders {rom
Ligher antherity.

e 'll_L'.'i'I 10 s5ay

Dbrezan

s one of the havdest
ta=ks and one of the most compli-
ations that ever confronted
He must
er ¢ climinate such
encmies as Pancho Villa, Felix Diaz
and o host of lesser fendists who are

Seen

man or soldier.

ilizte

or

ely irreconcilable to any ré-

L-'ng 1 Mexico. He must rehabill-
tale the curreney of the country and

n Lo pay interest on the colossal
nativnal qlebit of Mexico. He must
negotiate loan= with which to restock
the railroads in rolling stock, now
sadly depleted, and he must teach his
Mexican politicians that the time
has when personal ambitions
must he overwhelmingly superseded
by national welfare if Mexico is to
sutvive the termible state in which
she finds herself,

come

The peuns of Mexico are looking

| to Obregon and his promises to give

them a fair deal, uplift and educate
them

teach them the use of the

tonlkbrush rather than to handle a
rifle,

The  great foreipn interests of

looking to the new leader
to muke good on his “fair deal” and
“let Tive" pronunciamentos.

Obregon himself has had the les-
son of intrigue. It was Carranza’s
intrigue in the national elections, set
for July, in which he was a candl-
I power

Beginning in Sonora, his home state,
Obreron enlisted the aid of his fajth-
ful Yaquis, organized the military
fories otherwise in the state, and
placed all under the command of
Adulpho de la Huerta and General
E. Calles;  Then he left

o orgamaze elsewhere.

IMutarco
Sonera

Sonora struck firet, throwing off

the Carrs

Then Obregon's

f organization

Zenius began to
hovw ‘i: in full light at various parts
of the republic State after state
thew off alleriance tn Carranza and
tor fell.

vty

Tried to Save Carranza

Few people who have watched the
kileidosenpie events in Mexico dur-
e the last few weeks, culminating
with the assassination of Carranza
in the monntains of Puebla, are wiz-
me to believe that Obregon had any
connegction with the last aet in the
the brutal killing. On the
her hard, it from the
ceenrd of the future President that

e I over

verything in his power to
ha erime,

rima

is evident

la

v ile

nal p

Huerta, the new
nt of Mexico, will
seal to (NH’('[‘.’UI! after

September.  And it
n thut Mexico looks for
The blood of the Pyre-
ithe blood of the stolid
Yaquis mixed in the veins of this

man may empower him with CADRe
VdN Fhva P n\‘.'...,,l. Mlean iy #aN
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